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Name: 

2nd Lt Wilfred Salmon 1917  

Ballarat Clarendon College  

 

CRAY Writing Challenge 

Wilfred Salmon and  

the First Blitz 

Wilfred takes on the Gothas by Michael Foreman May 2017 
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Sad Letter Home: Jack Salmon on Wilfred’s Death 
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Jack Salmon 

Sad Letter Home: Jack Salmon on Wilfred’s Death 
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10 Wilfred in the local and national headlines 

Sad Letter Home: Jack Salmon on Wilfred’s Death 
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Sad Letter Home: Jack Salmon on Wilfred’s Death 
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Images 1-6 

• Ask your Mum back in Ballarat how she is coping with the bad news. 

• Tell her how proud you were that the three Salmon brother were together on 4th 

July 1917 to see Wilfred get his wings. 

• Describe to her what you know about Wilfred’s death (read newspaper article). 

We will use the best letter entries in our printed book.  Begin: Dear Mum 

Image 7  

This picture clearly shows Jack Salmon sitting in the lead car with the white band 

around his cap.  Use this picture. 

• Use the picture to describe your feelings as Jack as Wilfred’s coffin is taken to Wat-

ling Street cemetery.  Perhaps reflect back to your past together as jackaroos in  

Australia and in the Field Artillery with Wilfred’s best friend Norman. 

Image 8-10 

Read the newspaper article describing the funeral. 

• Give your mother detail of before during and after Wilfred’s service. 

• Mention the children that came to see his coffin with flowers. 

• Describe the band playing on the way to the cemetery. 

• Describe some of the other spectators ie Vickers girls and Aussie wounded soldiers. 

Image 11-13 

• Describe the cemetery for your mother.  It was a new one only built in 1914 

• Wilfred’s flowers included an impressive RFC badge describe it for your mother. 

• You have Wilfred’s portrait and you promise to bring it home for your mother. 

• End by describing how much you loved Wilfred and how proud you were of him. 

Sad Letter Home: Jack Salmon on Wilfred’s Death 
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Sad Letter Home: Jack Salmon on Wilfred’s Death 
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Rudyard Kipling was a famous author and poet especially fa-
mous for writing ‘The Jungle Book’ based on his experiences of 
growing up in India. He drafted the epitaph seen on the graves 
of unknown soldiers: 

‘A Soldier of the Great War Known Only Unto God.’  He also 
selected the words used on many memorials for those with no 
known grave:        ‘Their name liveth for evermore.’ 

 Imagine you are  and you want to write a fitting epitaph for Wilfred 

• Use the biographical source book on Wilfred to help you remember his story 

• Use the template to write your first draft of his epitaph. 

• When you are happy with what you have written design a stained glass       
window memorial to bring alive your words. We will use the best one for our 
Wilfred Salmon and the First Blitz printed book. 

• When you have finished your epitaph log onto the RAF Museum Story Vault 
and dedicate a poppy to Wilfred.  He doesn’t have any dedications yet!                  
http://www.rafmuseumstoryvault.org.uk/pages/raf_vault.php?&&RAF-
cluster=Roll+of+Honour+1914-1918&van=1 

• If you are keen you could the Imperial War Museum Lives of the First World 
War site and leave an entry  

     https://livesofthefirstworldwar.org/lifestory/3884961 

Here’s a verse of his poem,           
‘My Son Jack’: 

‘Have you news of my boy Jack?' 

Not this tide. 

'When d'you think that he'll 
come back?' 

Not with this wind blowing, and 
this tide’ 

          A Son 

My son was killed while 
laughing at some jest.  I 

would 

I knew 

What it was, and it 

might serve me in a 

time when jests are few. 

How do you think Kipling felt knowing 

that he’d persuaded his son to join the 

army? 

An epitaph is a short inscription on a gravestone that remembers the person buried 

there.  

In Memoriam: 2nd Lieutenant Wilfred Salmon 
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My list of words and phrases 

Write a list of words or phrases for your epitaph 

  

  

Sort out my list of words and phrases 

Now look at all the thoughts you have jotted down.  Can you put them into some sort of order? 

 Think about the mood or tone of what you are trying to say. 

The final draft of my epitaph 

Ask a partner to read through what you have written.  What works well?  What isn’t clear and needs improving? 

  When you have done this give your epitaph a title and write your final draft in this box 

In Memoriam: 2nd Lieutenant Wilfred Salmon 
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In Memoriam: 2nd Lieutenant Wilfred Salmon 
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Norman Wiff and Jack in Egypt by Michael Foreman May 2017 


